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Nowell, Elizabeth Thomas Wolfe: Biography 
Doubleday. July 1960. 456p. $5.95. 
(Midsummer Book the Month Club Selection) 


Wolfe,” wrote Sherwood Anderson his 
generous and big, every way, but good deal the 
great child.” Slightly more than year later, Wolfe 
was dead tuberculosis the brain, having left behind 
him published form two long novels, collection 

ort stories, and apologia for his writings and 
methods called The Story Novel. Heavily auto- 
biographical, his fictional works would almost seem 


preclude the need for formal biography. And, 
actually, this the first appear. 


Much what this work contains has been revealed not 
only Wolfe’s own books but also his letters (Miss 
Nowell edited them volume nearly eight hun- 
dred pages four years ago, and his letters 
mother had appeared earlier), and various articles 
others. That there great deal material here 
the Scribner-Perkins relationship understandable, 
Miss Nowell was associated with the house Scribner 
well being Wolfe’s literary agent his later years. 
Probably the whole complex history Wolfe’s rela- 
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tionship with his publishers has never been told 
Miss Nowell’s biography, written during long illness 
and the face impending death, presents the Tom 
Wolfe that his readers have long known: the Eugene 
Gant six feet six the short George Webber, broad- 
shouldered, ape-armed, filled with gigantic zest for 
experience life and enormous sensitivity that 
experience all its forms. fills out the outline which 
appears much Wolfe’s writing—Tom the perpet- 
ual adolescent, the fledgling artist eager for knowledge 
life yet quite able meet life’s varied de- 
mands satisfactorily. And return the observation 
which Sherwood Anderson set down period 
when Tom, unsure himself and needing prove 
his independence and the validity his critical judg- 
ments his own work, was casting about uncer- 
tainly for new publisher. 
Repeated instances this biography make evident 
that Wolfe’s uncertainty became coupled with sus- 
and fear betrayal. When was 
living Brooklyn and writing Time and the River, 
sometimes would stop bar and drink, roam from 
bar bar, spend hours phone booth calling his 
friends and accusing them, for minor and often ridiculous 
reasons, having ‘betrayed’ him. The next day would 
overcome with genuine remorse, would again phone his 
exhausted friends whose night’s sleep had 
interrupted, and would overwhelm them with stammered 
and abject apologies. Or, could not reach them the 
phone, would write them letters asking their forgiveness. 
some this, though smaller scale, Wolfe un- 
doubtedly suggests Scott Fitzgerald. The two men 
knew each other and, although Wolfe quarreled with 
Fitzgerald Europe because believed Fitzgerald 
betraying his confidence, they later became 
least partially reconciled. Each had deep respect for 
the other’s literary ability. Miss Nowell reproduces 
the now-famous letter which Wolfe answers Fitz- 
gerald’s criticism his artistic method. Like Fitz- 
gerald, Wolfe wanted desperately friendly and 
liked; timidity and uncertainty sometimes led him 
drink unwisely and display certain truculence 
attempt conceal this lack self-assurance. 


Despite immature attempts meet some the crises 
his life and escape the intense subjectivity his 
earlier works, Wolfe the end was managing move 
away from his own life source material; the next 
novel was have been something quite different. This 
new and developing maturity perhaps best seen 
the social protest his last two novels. One admires 
Wolfe’s rejection needed $150 steamship pas- 
sage for which was have written article 
Germany—the Germany the middle thirties. After 
visit there and growing awareness the evils 
Nazism, Wolfe could longer write praise the 
country with which had most spiritual affinity, and 
article him American magazine telling what 
had seen the Germany Hitler caused his books 
banned there, although previously had been 
popular author among German readers. 

Sympathetic whole, this biography brings between 
covers for the first time material about Wolfe that 
heretofore has been widely scattered and gives the 
perceptions woman who worked closely with its 
subject. contains but one photograph, portrait 


Best 


graphy, though sources are acknowledged 
and there excellent index. Readable, 
lacking the range, depth, and style work such 
Mizener’s biography Fitzgerald, serves adequately 
present wide audience one the most remark. 
able literary figures our century. 


John Phillipson, 
Villanova University 
Villanova, Pennsylvania 


Gibney, Frank The Operators 
Harper Brothers. July 20, 1960. 284p. $3.95. 


Frank Gibney should congratulated for superb job 
scholarly research. Here for the first time, has 
mashalled together the array objective facts that 
make our contemporary public morality,—facts 
which every American undoubtedly aware but which 
complacently shrugs off they occur, simply 
cause they not touch him personally. The Operators 
makes impossible for the citizen “to look the other 
way.” The conclusion spelled out page after page 
documented material, make the serious concern 
every conscientious citizen. 


Mr. Gibney’s thesis “that our national future 
being misshaped, far more than realize, the 
less optimist gulled into phony stock purchases, the 
two-bit chiseler padding his outsize expense account, 
the corporate dodger who writes off his Florida yacht 
business expense, the influence peddler who tamp- 
ers with legislation.” have evolved what the 
author calls The Genial Society, kind live and let 
live relationship with each other and with the govern 
ment our free society which honor and integrity 
are broadly comprised and the only sin get 
caught. 

Piliars the community, lawyers and doctors (one 
wonders how far and how deep the same attitude may 
have wittingly unwittingly touched the clergy), seem 
have accepted the principle that perfectly moral 
the government.” The step from beating the 
government beating “the next guy” one all too 
easily taken. other words, the movement from 
immoral principle dealing with impersonal agency 
such the government, flows its own momentum 
into the intra-personal relationships, the contracts 
buying and selling that make the life society. 


The climate fraud has become acceptable milieu. 
the very air breathe: false advertising, 
ous pricing, the con man the gray flannel suit, good 
men gone wrong, “never give sucker even break,” 
real estate swindles, housing and rental thievery that 
reached all-time high during World War II, the 
kick-back artists and the phoney stock dealers who live 
off the savings the little away with 
it” has become “part and parcel half conscious 
dissociation civil white-collar crime from 
dividual’s public morality. The more important the 
person who gets away with it, the less people want 
believe his guilt.” 

The Operators built fact, not rhetoric the 
pious editorial. Its most overwhelming conclusion, the 
“shocker” that principally derives from it, not 


JULY 15, 


much 
society, 

—that 
must live 
our lai 
its applic 
pledged. 

The 


readers 


Doubleday 

ordeal 

were ; 

bet 
The 
defensele 
guns, onl 
war 
more 
food, 
could 
sea over 
Italian 
and subn 
But Mal 
island 


The situ 
again anc 
forced 
been end 
memory. 
bombs 
courage, 
military 
named 
and the 
play 
Equally 
Navy 
through 
island 
those 
loaned 
Churchil 
eroism, 
the day. 
all 
lan Cam 
convoys 
skill and 
“The 


job 
cts 
which 
rators 
other 
page 


Ire 
the 
yacht 
amp- 
the 
let 
get 


(one 
may 
seem 
noral 
the 
too 

lieu. 


15, 1960 


much the existence immorality democratic 
society, but the individual citizen’s acceptance 
away life. This the cancer—and widespread 
can vitiate the body politic. “Republics 
must live virtue,” then remains for every citizen 
our land re-think his private sense wrong and 
its application the public morality which 
pledged. 
The American man conscience has choice. 
hoped that The Operators will startle millions 
readers into serious thought. 

Victor Yanitelli, Ph.D. 

Fordham University 


Cameron, Ian Red Duster, White Ensign 
Doubleday. July 8,1960, 257pp, $4.50 

Malta had weathered the storm. After two years 

ordeal bomb and terror and near starvation, her people 

were able last look into the future and see the promise 

better things.” 
The outbreak World War found Malta virtually 
defenseless without single operational airplane, few 
guns, only fraction the allotted troops and real 
war reserve food, fuel ammunition. The island 
was within few minutes the Italian airfields, 
vulnerable indeed Axis bombers. Perhaps even 
more important was the fact that the essential supplies 
food, fuel and ammunition without which the island 
could not hope hold out had brought 
sea over route constantly menaced, not only the 
Italian fleet but both German and Italian aircraft 
and submarines. 
But Malta was “the key the Middle East”. The 
island had held all costs. 
The situation was often desperate; rations were cut 
again and again the Maltese and their defenders were 
forced “enforced frugality the like which had not 
been endured any British community within living 
memory.” Ammunition was limited; airfields had 
practically hand, often night after night 
bombs cratered the landing strips day after day. The 
courage, determination and energy shown both the 
military and the civilians Malta were epic. un- 
named pilot wrote; “It all makes the Battle Britain 
and the fighter sweeps over France seem like child’s 
play comparison.” 
Equally epic were the actions the men the Royal 
Navy and the Merchant Marine they fought 
through Malta with the supplies without which the 
would have been forced surrender. two 
those occasions the American aircraft carrier Wasp, 
loaned for the purpose the personal request Mr. 
Churchill President Roosevelt, played leading role. 
Heroism, endurance, seamanship were the order 
their conduct will remain inspiration 
all who were privileged sail with them.” 
lan Cameron tells the story Malta and the Malta 
convoys simple language. The story needs 
superlatives. The facts have been marshalled with 
skill and woven into recital that might well called 
The Saga Malta”. 
strongly recommended for all. 

Moses, 
Scranton, Pa. 
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Van Hoogstrate, Dorothy Jane 

American Foreign Policy: Realists and Idealists: 

Catholic Interpretation 
Herder 332pp $6.25 (Ila) 
surprising because Sister Dorothy has done something 
which other current commentator foreign affairs 
has had the courage ambition undertake: write 
objective evaluation the leading American analysts 
for having spent all adult career either the 
academic the professional pursuit foreign relations, 
without having the benefit extended and con- 
venient reference source such this volume assuredly 
is, totally delightful suddenly find compendium 
fill the gap. Furthermore, this reviewer, least, 
pleased observe that study has been ably pre- 
pared within definite scheme allowing for the ex- 
pression the sane and traditional Christian natural 
law view the political society which live, and 
too often die, seems, result mangled 
principles. 
Sister Dorothy and Herder both deserve sincere thanks 
for completion this project. Many confused gradu- 
ate student political science, and perhaps many more 
harried diplomatists, will find quick comfort and wise 
insights from careful reading the book whole 
part. 
This not suggest all that this book eliminates the 
need for knowing the commentators through first hand 
knowledge their works. The author has not written 
“pony” suitable for end-of-course exams. fact, 
one wishes carping critic, easily arguable that 
Sister Dorothy undercut herself not discussing more 
fully the men involved. For example, having worked 
with George Kennan, one can see much more intimately 
the fullness his real-politik, conditioned two 
decades life and study the USSR and its harsh- 
ness. Or, classing Frederick Schuman prag- 
matic realist, which political theory is, account 
taken his serious and past involvment with inter- 
national Communist fronts and Soviet foreign policy 
which the most charitable thing one can suggest 
his idealism, not his realism, forced this myopia. 
One could argue endlessly about the author’s demarca- 
tion international political thought into realism and 
idealism. This easily predictable age 
semantic confusion and intangible norms. The fact 
the matter is, course, that every country has its 
measure hard-headed realists who harbor visionary 
hopes; Konrad Adenauer cite one. Sister Dorothy 
Jane, however, quite aware her problem and 
while her definition realism: concern with “the 
factors situation, which offer resistance 
established norms subject, think, some 
tighter interpretation, her choice realists: Beard, 
Niebuhr, Morganthau, Kennan, Spykman, etc. 
solidly executed. 


Not strangely, however, the author seems more com- 
fortable with the idealists among whom the reader 
may surprised find Walter Lippmann, the apostle 
established power, although, personally, this re- 
viewer would agree that Lippman and always has 
been visionary with realist’s vocabulary. Among the 
other “realists” briefly examined are Dexter Perkins, 
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Vera Dean, the life-long liberal, Burt Marshall, the top 
represented, lawyer Philip 
Jessup, teacher Louis Halle, philosopher 
Northrop and ardent social apostles Harry Flannery and 
Thomas Murray. One the industriousness 
these “visionaries”, they zealously work the 
market place foreign affairs bring their hopes 
fruition. The lists idealists is, say the least, con- 
siderably more active than that their “realistic” col- 
leagues. Perhaps the missionary spirit hope still 
not dead our sophisticated world. 


the makeup the text approximately half 
devoted examination Christian Catholic prin- 
ciples concerning man and state. This includes, 
must added, excellent bibliography. Sister Dor- 
othy Jane here her most useful level, for having 
accurately portrayed the basic problem foreign af- 
fairs being dependent one’s concept the nature 
man and the purpose the State, she sets forth, 
clearly and succinctly the traditional Church view 
the political order society reflected natural 
law, its Thomist interpretations, and papal pronounce- 
ments. 


What develops excellent summary modern 
political thought from Bellarmine Maritain and 
John Courtney Murray. 


The last section the book represents truly re- 
warding and honest attempt 
solutions, based Church thought, the myriad 
real problems encompassing us: colonialism, foreign aid, 
socialism, the morality war, the efficacy inter- 
vention, and the reality peace. 


careful reading Church doctrine emerges 
from this analysis can lead one conclusion only: the 
positive liberal approach which the universal Church 
has applied the problems the ages. Compared 
the wisdom the father’s, the writings 
Malcolm Moos Felix Morley seem shallow indeed, 
and the negative pre-occupation 
Communism appears childish alongside the magnificent 
economic and political structure the just social order 
which Sister Dorothy vividly describes her own 
idealism. 

Robert Finley Delaney 

Writer, lecturer, critic 


Chase, Stuart Live and Let Live 
Harper. May 11,1960. 146p. $3.50 


There are two disturbing trends prevalent American 
publishing today which are both reflected Chase’s 
shortish essay the plight our current world. First, 
there seems compulsion mechanism work 
that requires established authors, such the widely 
read Chase, periodically issue book, even when the 
author has precious little say. This the first great 
weakness Chase’s book. superficial, preoccupied 
with the attentive wordiness highly proficient se- 
manticist, which Chase is, and tells the well-informed 
reader nothing did not already know before paid 
his money for the book. Secondly, the promotional 
arts publishing have once again been allowed run 
wild with the result that are told, catchily enough, 
Live and let Live. put another way: well 


Best 


known author gives his version how 
self the field world politics. 


This all very fine, I’m sure, for book sales, but 
very trying the reader. 


The issues the day are simply not grist for the word 
merchant’s mill. They cannot conveniently com. 
pressed into 150 pages matter how well composed, 
and the issue most certainly not easily rendered 
the slogan “Live and let implies. 
sure, Chase does summarize many our existing 
problems: communism, nationalism, newly-developing 
econemies, population, and atomic warfare. But 
providing this service, his explanations are routine, 
surface deep, and terribly concerned with the meaning 
words, the solution the moral-social-economic 
issues our era could solved only could 
all agree what “peace, war, capitalism and 
socialism” meant. 
Now, obviously, there measure merit such 
not “program for Americans”. For example, the 
implication that Communism not out conquer the 
world because there are different types Communism 
which mutually are self-suspicious and rather 
hope not accord with the documentary history 
Communism. 
Chase much better grounds his outline past 
American social history, which his forte, and his 
able detailing our national needs enter the 
1960s. Chase approaches our problems education, 
aging, population, foreign aid, urban adjustment from 
liberal orientation. Specifically, seems have 
scribed generously Galbraith’s brilliant analyses 
The Affluent Society, concentrating mainly lay- 
man’s summarization the Harvard economist’s plea 
for greater national involvment our local problem 
areas. 
sum, Chase has produced unoriginal book 
tractively packaged and designed capture quick, 
unsuspecting market. 

Robert Finley Delaney 


Knollenberg, Bernhard. 


Origins the American Revolution: 1759-1766 
Macmillan. June 20, 1960. 486p. $8.50 


This extremely learned volume, containing 
pages appendices, notes and source material and will 
doubt have limited clientele; but will 
fully perused and appreciated thoughtful 
who have been loss understand just what hap- 
pened the American colonists the years following 
their release from the fear France and the maraud- 


ing Indians. Mr. Knollenberg has not only set tht 
record straight with concise 
but has put rest some vexing problems concommitant 
with the period. Special attention given his 
handling the Virginia Two-penny Tobacco Act 
which threatened the survival the “‘better sort” 
the tidewater country and prepared the way for those 


gentlemen espouse the patriots’ cause when the 


“shot heard round the world” was fired the 
sward Lexington. The congeries multiple failures 
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initiated the House Commons are deftly handled 
and make easy reading. Lord foolish hand- 
ling the religious repercussion annexed the Quebec 
Act, the quartering British troops “for the protection 
the colonists”, the American Act 1764 help 
defray the overwhelming costs the French and Indian 
Wars, the Molasses Act with its enforcing machinery, 
the infamous Stamp Act and the final culmination 
the tax tea leading the “Boston Tea Party 

will not only make interesting reading, but will put into 
focus the irritants, economic, social and religious, which 
turned the complacent subjects the “mother country 

into the fiery patriots Bunker Hill, Saratoga and 


Yorktown. 


But Mr. Knollenberg not 
Though the continual clash between colonies and Eng- 
land revolved around taxation, internal and external, 
admiralty courts, Indian raids, enumerated lists goods 
proscribed, etcetera, one cannot finish this book without 
gaining better knowledge the players the drama: 
Pitt, Newcastle, George III, Townshend, Grenville, 
Samuel Adams, Hutchinson, Gadsden, Dickinson, and 
many more both sides recite their lines 
out their roles. all, this rewarding book. 


Berkeley Kines, 
St. Joseph”s 
Philadelphia, Penna. 


Clarke, Rainbird East Anglia 
Praeger. July 15, 1960. 240p. $6.50. (Ila) 

makes the new world archaeologically envious con- 
template two counties England whose cultural history 
begins perhaps 400,000 years ago. The theme this 
book the human occupation the counties Norfolk 
and Suffolk from the earliest old Stone Age relics the 
dawn the Middle Ages. another volume the 
splendid series, “Ancient Peoples and Places”, whose 


general editor the distinguished Glyn Daniel. 


one would suspect such ancient land, its 
history has been varied. The older ages chipped 
stone are followed the New Stone Age with 
ground-stone tools, and much more importantly 
farms and domestic animals. The idea this revolution 
had travelled far, from the Near East, the time 
reached East Anglia. From afar, too, came the Bronze 
Age, from the remains which can deduce even 
more clearly the more neighborly origins ideas and 
techniques from the continent. The Iron Age leads 
directly the period the Roman occupation, and 
history primitive sort. The Romans left 
their mark practically every hamlet. After the re- 
treat Rome, complicated and fascinating Saxon 
Age, (complicated Jutes and Danes), leads 
what are almost modern times, the medieval period. 


have already warned the reader reviewing 
other books this series, this not book with which 
loll about. But the earnest student will find 
keeping the high level other volumes this 


collection. 
Franklin Ewing, S.J., Ph.D. 
Fordham University 


New York, N.Y. 
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Burnshaw, Stanley, (editor) The Poem Itself 
Holt, Rinehart Winston. May 16, 1960. 
$6.50 
Subtitled: Modern Poets New Presentation, this 
remarkable performance. Mr. Burnshaw, editor and 
anthologist, capably assisted such expert associates 
Dudley Fitts, Henri Peyre, and John Frederick Nims, 
presents selected poems modern poets the 
original French, German, Spanish, Portuguese and 
Italian, giving each poem literal rendering 
interpretative discussion. The result tremendous 
service the English-speaking poetry reader. 
intelligent guides, such reader can now enter into, 
understand and begin experience “the poem itself” 
languages foreign him. accomplish this ex- 
citing adventure, each text (poem) explicated its 
proper context. The poem itself printed 
original language, commentary, literal 
translation English approximation, and explana- 
tory discussion. The verve and flavor the original 
poem further assured brief appended notes 
and pronunciations, thus safeguarding the 
sonal art. The result not verse translation offering 
experience English poetry, but rather the ex- 
hilarating, enriching experience the poem itself its 
original language. Now the English-speaking reader 
can “travel the realm gold and many goodly 
states and kingdoms 

John Quinn, S.J. 


University Scranton 


C.V. Truth and Opinion 
Macmillan. May 16, 1960. 254p. $4.50. (1) 


Among the many blessings granted readers English 
long tradition eminent historical writing 
scholars whose vast erudition matched only the 
distinctive literary merit their style. number 
books—especially those devoted the Great Rebellion 
England, The King’s Peace 1637-1641 and The 
King’s War 1641-1647— Wedgwood has amply 
demonstrated that she deserves place this dis- 
tinguished company. Thus, when author her 
stature issues volume concerned with the qualities 
event for anyone who relishes reading about the past. 
Here are some her seasoned judgments: the 
sense the past: 


“Ultimately the understanding the past, far 
achieved all, has independently achieved, sus- 
tained effort the imagination working personal ac- 
cumulation knowledge and experience The fashion 
for Sir Walter Scott’s novels, not the British Isles alone 
but all western Europe, probably did more than any 
single influence awaken the minds educated people 
the vitality the past.” 


principles and perspectives: 


“The study modern history know it, all its 
depth and richness, owes much the romantics and 
historicism. But understanding increased and sympathies 
became more fluid moral certainties declined All pre- 
conceived views, all religious and political prejudices must 
set aside: the historian’s task was find out and state 
‘what actually happened’. This was noble ideal but was 
also impossible achievement, and rigidly applied cer- 
tainly implied the abdication any function moral 
judgment The historian cannot entirely without 
moral and political framework within which arrange his 
facts and make his deductions. The past has 
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measured the present measured against the standards 
and beliefs which, consciously unconsciously, the 
historian conducts his own life.” 
style: 
“Style history index the mind, and the great 
scholar, whether cultivates not, rarely without 
the natural gift.” 
history and imagination: 
“The importance history not that science 
system; record human beings, source from 
which human experience can studied The historian 
has the same task that the creative artist. 
not judge and prophesy and create systems, but within the 
limits allowed him, illuminate the human soul.” 
Other perceptive essays the book deal with per- 
sonalities, e.g. Gibbon and Machiavelli, and with scenes 
and incidents from the past which enlarge our general 


knowledge Seventeenth-Century England. 


Truth and Opinion therefore the 
reader who interested understanding the function 
history and developing his own sense the past 
well his ability think wisely about men and 


events. 
William Walsh, S.J. 
Baltimore, Maryland 


Clue Works 


John Dickson Carr one the acknowledged masters 
the detective novel and his most recent, somewhere 
around the thirty-eighth, ancther confirmation the 
reputation has gained. Spite Thunder set 
and about Geneva, though the people are all British 
background and Dr. Gideon Fell has some in- 
tricate thinking and maneuvering come with the 
solution the problem who killed Eve Eden, (Harp- 
er, 215p. $3.50; Death Mask Ellis Peters, 
(Doubleday. 191p. $2.95; I), centers about 15-year-old 
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SELLER; 


boy who convinced that his archaeologist father has 
been the victim Oresteian plot and the boy 
determined avenge his death luring the guilty 
one deep limestone cave with the gold ornaments 
the boy found the tomb his father had been working 
Survival the Fittest Edna Sherry, (Dodd 
Mead. 213p. $2.95; IIb), cleverly plotted although 
somewhat short characterization. wealthy woman 
gets her throat cut and her stepson suspected the 
dastardly deed until signs begin point the 
Spanish-blooded trainer the victim’s stables 
Lonely Graves Christopher Monig, (Dutton, 
$2.95; IIb) features insurance claims investigator Brian 
Brett, who minor-league Mike Shayne. The story 
moves from New York Chicago New York 
Miami and that’s about all the motion there 
Erle Stanley Gardner’s The Case the Duplicate 
Daughter typical Perry Mason mystery that 
pert plotting and with the usual assortment fast- 
talking characters, (Morrow. 256p. $2.95; Murder 
Mind James Howard, (Dutton. 183p. $2.95; 
IIb) unusual approach murder mystery, 
that the whole plot takes place the mind the 
principal character. psychologist’s nightmare 
The Man Who Laughed Murder Gordon 
Ashe (Doubleday. 191p. $2.95; concerns the plight 
British police officer and his wife the release 
from jail criminal whom had “sent up”... 
Hilary Waugh’s Road Block (Doubleday. 188p. $2.95; 
I), good chase story, with smart payroll bandit 
pitted against equally astute New England police 
another British entry about man who was supposed 
have murdered his wife and who murders himself 
his wife’s reappearance. The heroine has lead 
two police officers merry chase through swamp lands 
get them see the right verdict, (Doubleday. 239p. 
Jean Abbott murder mystery set the beatnik section 
San Francisco and other sections the same 
city, (Random House, 183p. $2.95; Frances 
Crane. 


Murder After Fashion Spencer Dean, (Doubleday. 
192p. $2.95; IIb), features store-detective Don Cadee 
and some lurid goings-on connected with big fashion 
show Ambletts New York Twice Dead 
John Rhode (Dodd, Mead. 248p. $2.95; has Doctor 
Priestley figure out how eccentric man could 
murdered carbon monoxide poisoning room 
that seemed sufficiently ventilated Whisper Town 
Philips, (Dodd, Mead. 215p. $2.95; puts 
capable and beautiful school teacher through some 
harrowing accusations and deep suspicions murder 
and sex perversion. The handsome newspaper editor 
finally solves the whole problem Sleep With 
Slander Dolores Hitchens, (Doubleday. 192p. $2.95; 
IIb), gets pretty gory when private detective Sader sets 
out find five-year-old boy who being starved and 
beaten. Thrashings, bludgeonings, shootings and 
intricate incredible plot keep things 
Best the Best Detective Stories, edited David 
Cooke, (Dutton. 279p. $3.95; selects fifteen stories 


from fifteen years “best detective stories” the 


grounds unusual plot and characterization. other 
words, the “Best” the best are the offbeat. 
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Lee, Harper Kill Mockingbird 
Lippincott. July 11, 1960. 296p. $3.95. 

(Literary Guild 
dust jacket “blurb” Mr. Truman Capote, who 
responsible for the photograph which graces the 
dust jacket, tells that Kill Mockingbird 
touching book; funny, likeable.” Such dubious 
created this reviewer almost auto- 
matic response; was prepared dislike Miss Lee’s 
novel with violent and certainly unreasonable ferocity. 
with considerable chagrin, therefore, that one finds 
the rather novel predicament agreeing al- 
most completely with Mr. Capote,—allowing for some 
and what not. The fact remains, however, that this 
touching and likeable book. 
Life Alabama town the Depression thirties 
through the eyes child: Scout (christened 
Jean Louise) Finch. She; her older brother, Jem; and 
aneighbor child, Dili Harris, live out almost idyllic 
existence during the warm Southern summers; but be- 
hind the scenes lurk two specters dearly beloved 
those practitioners the novelist’s art who operate 
the Mason-Dixon Line: the eccentric confined 
ramshackle house his family; and the ever- 
present race question. The novel’s climax occurs when 
the pent-up madman proves himself hero saving 
Scout’s life; and the novel’s thesis developed through 
aseries court room scenes which Scout’s lawyer 
father fights for the life Negro, wrongfully accused 
the rape white girl. Miss Lee’s thesis is, the 
way, that there found the South consider- 
able body white opinion favorable Negro rights: 
abody opinion represented the novel Atticus 
Finch, who braves the prejudices and the hatreds 
his stand for justice and decency. 
The thesis novel always difficult write without 
certain artistic principles; and Miss Lee has 
fallen into the usual traps. She over-earnest her 
eforts underline her position and frequently allows 
her thesis get the way her plot; and this reviewer 
feels that she sadly over-estimates the strength the 
tolerant minority the rural South; this support her 
thesis, spite the overwhelming factual evidence 
the contrary. 
Miss Lee’s dominant mood Gothic, the tradition 
much Faulkner; Andrew Lytle; Carson Mc- 
Cullers; and her admirer, Truman Capote. Many 
the way, will find the portraits 
children Kill Mockingbird remarkable resem- 
blances the children Miss McCuller’s Member 
the Wedding. There the same worldly-wisdom, com- 
bined with naivete: the same wistfulness; the same 
outraged dignity child’s world invaded 
the unreasonable demands adults. 


The author congratulated for this, her first 
novel. Readers who may find the thesis dominating the 

will the same time revel, one thinks, the 
Portraits childhood, the successful capture the 
atmosphere small Southern town, the first-rate 
just what that makes caste and class 
South; and few will able resist that won- 
chapter which Scout describes how progressive 
(the Dewey decimal system, her brother, 
calls it), comes the public schools Maycomb 
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County, Alabama. Recommended the attention 


adult readers. 
Stephen Ryan, Ph.D. 


University Scranton 


Clarke, William Kendall. Tomfool’s Pike 
Holt, Rinehart Winston. July 11, 1960. 318p. 
$3.95 (Ila) 


the year 1875 the fictitious town Munson 
Westchester County New York State forced 
change its site because the growing demands for water 
New York City required the transformation its 
valley-site into lake part vast reservoir system. 
The people were stunned because this meant giving 
much they treasured, especially the houses which 
they and their ancestors had lived long. town 
meeting, only one man had the courage suggest that 
houses might moved entire the new location, and 
was the village drunk, Stephen Greene. Greene had 
had some experience engineer Grant’s army be- 
fore Richmond; but the unacknowledged son the 
town’s leading citizen, Judge Lockwood, was eating 
his heart out bitterness and self-pity and, although 
had married excellent wife, respected one 
but Leona, wife important lawyer, Jay Car- 
penter. was save her house from destruction that 
prompted Greene declare way could found 
move the houses. Surprisingly, many the citizens 
were willing forget Greene’s past and back him and 
his plan; but not all. His employer, Jabez Palmer, made 
sport the whole idea and christened the new pike 
that led from the old the new town-site, Tomfool’s 
Pike. 

However, Greene proved equal the challenge. 
constructed wooden tracks like the spur railroad 
line with wider guage, and neither snow, nor rains, 
nor floods, nor deep ravine, nor the enmity Jabez 
Palmer kept him from accomplishing his task. 


The story moves along lively pace and filled 
with action. The fight, man against man, between 
Stephen and Jabez, reminiscent the epic battle 
The Quiet Man. The characters come clear and al- 
though the denouement quite predictable, can 
said the author’s credit that much more success- 
ful depicting the human and the good, than the evil 
represented Jabez Palmer. The novel has been 
spiced with touch the modern handling sex and 
frankness speech and such for adults who 
should find this tale man who finds himself 
his work satisfactory story. 


William Schweder, S.J. 
Georgetown University, 
Washington, D.C. 


Winks, Donald Question Innocence 
Macmillan June 20,1960 264p. $3.95 (IIb) 

The author this first novel midwestener, Donald 
Winks, presently living New York. The novel’s pro- 
tagonist also midwesterner, Hank Adams, 
who, after year study abroad, stops New York 
work and write, rather than return his native 
Indiana. 


Obviously then, much Question Innocence 
autobiographical. Throughout the novel, 
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written the first person, see New York and New 
Yorkers through the eyes Hank, the Hoosier. Mr. 
Winks, the author, has apparently studied the City and 
its inhabitants with keen eye and ear and has thor- 
oughly enjoyed his research. The descriptive passages 
the book are excellent. The reader taken into town 
houses and tenements, into Park Avenue apartments 
and Greenwich Village apartments, estate 
Mount Kisco, and into luxury hotels, bars, restaurants, 
and offices the City. 

But Mr. Wink’s handling plot and theme this 
novel disappointing. The plot obviously contrived 
and forced; and the theme the author dealing with 
much more complex problem than seems able 
cope with understand. Briefly, this the story 
Hank’s friendship with tremendously wealthy, 
“devout” Catholic family, the McClures, their Jesuit 
advisor, and their crippled daughter’s fiance. The 
author has Hank tell the reader that fascinated 
the McClures and intrigued the secret which lurks 
their background. However, Hank’s fascination does 
not come through the reader. All the characters 
are shallow and unbelievable. And while Mr. Winks 
has brought into his novel all the outward trappings 
and ceremonies the Catholic Church that would 
immediately apparent the Catholic family’s ag- 
nostic friend, Hank, does not allow Hank 
achieve any degree understanding the philosophy 
the Church which would motivate the McClure 
family’s reaction the events which transpire. 


For first novel, this fair attempt. The story moves 


along fast pace, well written, and, men- 
tioned above, the author’s descriptive powers are ex- 
cellent. However, hoped that his next novel, Mr. 
Winks will have truer grasp his subject matter, and 
will able project more forceful 


characters. 
Elizabeth Rourke 


New Brunswick, New Jersey 


Goldman, William Soldier the Rain 
Atheneum. July 14,1960. 308p. $4.00 (III) 

This novel sort muted Here Eternity 
with the four letter words but without the titillating 
descriptions sexual promiscuity. focuses its at- 
tention Sergeant Eustis Clay and Master Sergeant 
Maxwell Slaughter and their interdependence. has 
moron for its heroine, she might dignified 
heroine, with the name Bobby Jo. There are some 
minor characters who emerge occasionally further 
what plot involved, among whom Private Meltzer 
Ivy League alumnus, who has something 
with the camp newspaper. The locale Camp Scott, 
dismal army post somewhere the desert, presum- 
ably the Southwest. 

Sergeant Clay frustrated confidence man, Sergeant 
Slaughter pedantic noncom, and Bobby acquies- 
cent camp follower. The reader shown life the 
camp and how these soldiers enjoy their leisure away 
from camp, neither which appealing ennobling. 
The red tape, the unmitigated selfishness, the local cit- 
izenry prey upon the soldiers, the bleakness 
military life itself, the tavern brawls, 
every aspect army routine and custom considered, 


with the result that what effected something mild) 
Hogarthian. 
There supposed pathos and tenderness, 
nobility camaraderie and singular humor 
narrative, but all such eluded this reviewer. 
found himself either annoyed bored, for the 
repetition Army chicanery and sensate revelry 
hardly entertaining. There seems prevail, 
attitude amorality which will hardly make 
civilization the American way 
ife. 
Undoubtedly this novel will acclaimed 
critics, for its slice-of-life view, but don’t allow th: 
critics beguile you into reading it, unless you find 
pleasant share the idiotic experiences some hardly 
representative citizens our republic. 

Brendan Larnen, O.P. 

The Holy Name Journal 

New York, New York 


McFarland, Philip House Full Women 
Simon and Schuster July 13, 1960 245p. $3.50 (IIb) 


This first novel has some definite good points. 
author sets his scene well old mansion the 
deep South. Decay has set and the house 
apartment house. The frenetic mood the 
vividly recaptured; there are disrupted 
housing shortages, job problems and the general unres 
the period. 


portraying his characters, the author brings vas 
amounts past history; the result often 
within-a-flashback-within-a-flashback. Adding 
confusion the first person narrator, twelve-year-old 
boy who capable such pompous statements 
felt could see myself from distance, though 
adult projection looked down upon the pathetic 
child. (p.218) great deal happens the 
all predictable. The murkiness the basement 
bound reveal corpse; the neglected telegram 
bound notice from the War Department; 
artistic stranger bound seducer. 


The house peopled with refugees 
Vickers seeks live vine-covered porch screened 
from the world; Miss Olive lives only vanished 
year-old romance; Miss Bess pretends that ante-bellum 
days are still here; Mrs. Locke masochistically relives 
her former marriages. Vickers the catalyst the 
story: turn seduces Warner Sands, the 
gets Mrs. Sands with child and causes her suicide, and 
finally marries Mrs. Locke and destroys her. What all 
this adds difficult say. The author 
intend this: was overcome the awed, 
hushed, cathedral mood child confronting 
ponderables like death old men’s wisdom.” (p. 233). 
But there any “message” here Mrs. 
statement that “we all need somebody.” (p. 166). 


Stephen Laut, S.J. 
Wheeling College 


Morris, Wright. Ceremony Lone Tree 
Atheneum. July11, 1960. 304p. $4.00 (IIb) 


This the story the family old Tom Scanlon, the 
family which congregated Lone Tree, Nebraska, for 
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the ceremony his 90th birthday. Tom lives alone 
hotel the deserted town, reliving the past 
his memories, which are largely fictive. The family 
three daughters, their husbands, children 
and grandchildren. Each member the family 
significance analyzed the present and the past, 
through recollection. Daughter Lois and McKee are 
the solid substantial people; daughter Maxine 
drudge and her husband letter carrier who wears 
aquiver and bow his back; daughter Edna and her 
husband are the wealthiest but have made 
much their money dog. Maxine’s daughter 
angling lure McKee’s stammering, specs-wearing 
gandson Calvin into marriage. 


Present also are childhood hero-friend McKee, 
Boyd who wasted his life after being turned down 
Lois; vulgar young woman whom Boyd had picked 
route Lone Tree; and vagrant journalist, 
whose father thought was Santa Claus. 
Aweird enough assortment; but story evolves. The 
novel mainly technique, since each character fo- 
cussed separately, with each event repeated over 
and over from different point view. Preoccupation 
with the meaning life, security, and danger sup- 
the theme. 


Because the shuttling through the minds the 
characters, the complexity sometimes overcomes the 
many instances, however, the writing 
beautiful and the interplay the parties humorous. 
This fair, sometimes baffling, bit reading for 
adults. 

Clinton Maguire, 

New Orleans, Louisana 


Brief Comment 


Urmson, J.O. (editor) 
The Concise Encyclopedia Western 
Philosophy and Philosophers. 
Hawthorne. June 24,1960. 431p. $12.95 


Some contributors eminent the field philosophy 
have briefly treated philosophical terms 
phers’ biographies from Abelard through Fallacy 
Predestination and Zeno, under the editorship Mr. 
Umson, who has also selected rather lavish col- 
full-page illustrations black-and-white 
and color. There selected bibliography for 
reading. While the individual articles are 
adequate and clear, the book such seems intended 
handy reference work for the interested 
amateur philosophy and such makes 
valuable addition library shelves well becomes 
acandidate gift book. 


Migeo, Marcel. Saint-Exupery 
McGraw-Hill. June 18, 1960. 330p. $5.95. (Ila) 


Antoine Saint-Exupery was enigmatic man 
many ways. was aristocratic tradition, sensi- 
beauty, good student, but much dreamer 
and experimenter. The one love his life was flying. 
But will and remembered for his writing. Night 
Flight Arras, Wind, Sand and Stars, Letter 
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Hostage, are memorable for their style; and The 
Little Prince classic fantasy that perhaps more 
than any other his works gives the best key the 
character the man who wrote it. Migeo’s bio- 
graphy tries objective about its subject; but Saint- 
too close him succeed being anything less 
than enthusiastic. Nevertheless, Saint-Exupery was 
interesting man, and this account his life cannot 
help but interesting, especially any who have 
become intrigued his writings. 


Rogers, W.G. and Mildred Weston 

Carnival Cross-Roads 
Doubleday. June 183p. $3.50 (Ila) 
Times Square the subject this hurrying account 
the crossroads where Broadway, 42nd Street and 7th 
Avenue intersect, and around which the most dazzling 
display advertising vulgarity winks and flashes and 
pufts and gurgles millions electric bulbs and miles 
neon-tubing. That abundant research has gone into 
the preparation this slim volume obvious from the 
number names and statistics that are spilled over 
every page. The result the reader begins feel 
“guide” rubberneck bus. There are drawings 
Soglow and selected bibliography. Short mak- 
ing your own tour, this story Times Square will 
least amuse you. 


Simpson, Dorothy The Maine Islands 
June 10, 1960. 256p. $5.50 


Mrs. Simpson has organized material compiled The 
Maine Writers Research Club into five sections follow- 
ing the coast Maine northward from the Isles 
Shoals St. Croix: The Western Coast, Casco Bay, 
The Middle Coast, Penobscot Bay, and Eastward from 
Penobscot. Tales and legends, history fiction 
centering around the many off-shore islands makes 
fascinating reading even for those who have not visited 
and become enchanted these rugged bastions against 
the Atlantic. The names the members the 
Writers Research Club who supplied the material 
each instance are listed Acknowledgments; there 
cal listing the tidewater islands Maine that covers 
pages double colums, giving the town location 
for each island named. 


Morison, Samuel Eliot 


The Story Mount Desert Island 


Dr. Morison, with his characteristic thoroughness and 
equally characteristic charm and ease style, devotes 
his attention Mount Desert Island, from its earliest 
history, when was inhabited Abnaki Indians, 
least during the summer months base for fishing, 
the days the steamboats which made accessible 
favorite summer resort. There are appended 
bibliography and series notes nomenclature. But 
this book especially for those who can call, does 
Dr. Morison, Mount Desert Island island. 
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Wentworth, Harold and Stuart Flexner 
Dictionary American Slang 
Crowell. June 18, 1960. 669p. $7.50 


Based historical principles, citing the year time 
the first appearance slang words and phrases and 
identifying origins geographically the United States 
beyond it, this thorough and valuable reference 
book. and obscene slang identified taboo; 
most the slang originating baseball and football, 
horseracing, jazz, teen-age and collegiate groups, well 
the armed forces, the underworld, and elsewhere 
included. But every instance the compilers have 
avoided sensationalism. introduction the Ap- 
pendix, Mr. Flexner contributes excellent essay 
changes word forms and meanings. The Appendix 
itself consists series word lists, classified accord- 
ing various types. Besides which rather lengthy 
bibliography added. Recommended for college and 
public reference shelves. 


YOUNG PEOPLE’S BOOKS 
Helen Butler, Ph.D., Associate Editor 
Department Librarianship, Marywood College 
Scranton, Pennsylvania 
book Specially Recommended 
book Recommended 

American Heritage (periodical) 

the Days Steam. 
Narrative Albert McCready. Golden Press. 
June 1960. 153p. photogs., glossary, $3.50 
(Junior Library series) 
colorful survey the American steam railroad 
from the days when travel was possible only trail, 
natural waterway and canal, down the decline the 
railroad after World War II, the author brings out its 
impressive contribution the development our 
country changing military strategy, opening the 
western states, transforming our economy from agri- 
cultural urban, industrial society. Separate chap- 
ters discuss and picture the effect the railroad upon 
the outcome the Civil War, difficulties building 
the first transcontinental road, some the bold finan- 
ciers who manipulated the great companies, famous 
train robberies, accidents and wrecks, unions and 
strikes, Pullman cars and Harvey Houses. Though the 
writer says the roads are still doing important job 
and will probably never entirely disappear, concedes 
that rail mileage has shrunk from 254,000 miles 1918 
219,000 1959, that they now carry only four per- 
cent the passenger and percent the freight 
traffic. other American Heritage Junior Library 
volumes, the text copiously illustrated with pictures 
color and black and white, chiefly contemporary. 
Bibliography and index are supplied, and entertain- 
ing glossary railroad slang. Only one insert special 
material observed here, hence the text not broken 
earlier volumes. Boys both junior and senior 
high will like the book. 


Condon, Dave. The Go-Go White Sox. 
(Foreword Bill Veeck). Coward, May, 1960. 
photogs. $3.95 

sports-columnist writes loosely episodic, anecdotal 
fashion the famous Chicago baseball team, its founder 


and his heirs, the sad 1919 scandal, and the long, har 
pull until the team won the American League champ, 
onship and lost the World Series 1959. Brief 
tion offered about individual players and 
over the years, and some games are played inning 
inning. appendix lists statistics for four World Serig 
games which the White Sox took part, and the 
all players who have ever belonged the team, 
For admirers the team and the dyed-in-the-wool 
ball fan, this will probably exciting reading. 
the ordinary individual may seem only 
undigested facts. 


Daniel-Rops, Henri 


Golden Legend Young 


(Illustrated Mary Reed Newland). Kenedy. 

June 23, 1960. 192p. $2.95 

Fifteen pious stories the childhood 
years many individuals who achieved 
ranging from Marcellus, Paul, Agnes, Blandina, through 
Genevieve, Louis IX, Joan Arc, down 
and Dominic Savio. Most are well known Catholic 
children, but good come upon the 
boys who converted Ethiopian princes, Edwin Ic. 
land who was protege St. Brendan, and the 
ful martyrs 19th-century Uganda. The writing 
not distinguished the author’s Book Book 
and Book Life, and occasionally falls into 
nisms such the little St. Agnes “praying her ‘Hai 
Best feature the book the first 
the Golden Legend, though there every chance 
young reader will come away believing the 
material came from Voragine’s famous book; and th: 
final chapter sanctity childhood and the 
young saints offer the rest us. For children 
years. 


Alice Curtis. Your Flag and Mine. 
(Illustrated Federico Castellon). Macmillan, 

May 132p. $3.50 

Though the American flag the chief topic here, 
history flags general traced back briefly the 
time the Crusades and before, and the British 
through the early 19th century. are told that 
America probably began with the Norsemen’s 
raven field white, and certainly included Spar 
ish, English, Swedish, Dutch and French national 
blems. Many the state flags designed during the 
Revolution are described, too, well the four 
ficial flags the Confederacy with 
backgrounds. the however, which 
the book most interesting: the first time the Stars 
Stripes was raised, the first time was displayed 
battle, saluted defeated enemy, saluted 
fleet, carried across the Rockies the Pacific, nick 
named “Old Glory,” flown over Alaska, and 
others. Traditional stories and legends connected wit! 
the flag are recounted also: Betsy Ross, Molly 
Francis Scott Key, Barbara Fritchie, and Benny 
Alaska. The narration brisk, concise, 
Young readers from sixth through eighth grades wi! 
read with pride feeling for the historical 
concerned, picking some interesting information 
the process. 
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Hobart, Lois. 
Patriot’s Lady: The Life Sarah Livingston Jay. 


Enlivened freely supplied dialogue, the story 
years the lives the famous John Jays covers the 
from their engagement when Sally was and 
her years older, his retirement from public 
1800. Though this the story both husband 
and wife, the factual details concerning politics, travel 
Spain, France and England, foreign relations, the 
Chief Justiceship, and contacts with other great men 
the times are embodied John Jay’s career, while the 
charming Sally supplies animation, wit and hospitality, 
well domestic interludes. Basic data are carefully 
exact and the interpretations characters such Jay 


himself, Alexander Hamilton and Franklin are fascina- 


ting. Behind-the-scenes glimpses political action, 
national and international are revealing, and the 
picture late 18th-century life the colonies and 
the continent are sharp contrast. Good readers 
among senior high school girls will weigh Sally’s con- 
tribution her husband’s successful career and wonder 
what might have happened him had married 
the first two girls proposed to. 


Johansen, Margaret Alison. 
From Sea Shining Sea. 

Bernard Case). Washburn, April 12, 1960. 
$3.95 
Social history the United States from 1000 A.D. 
1960 compactly and smoothly summarized here 
spaced intervals, each with varying amount 
ofcontent. Thus, the initial chapter reviews the period 
exploration, contributing the main subject only the 
fact that Spaniards introduced the horse and that in- 
land travel followed Indian trails, using appropriated 
Indian dugout canoes cross streams. subsequent 
chapters the information fuller, taking turn 
education, medicine, home-building, clothing, food and 
cooking utensils, travel and transportation, books and 
games and entertainment. Many the de- 
may found any book the subject. Others 
are not widely known, e.g. the building the first 
organ North America Franciscan friar New 
Mexico, and the five-hour technique for making ice 
early the 19th century. Naturally, 
broad sweep, items can mentioned but not ex- 
described. Occasionally, the reader wonders 
terms such “mama’s chignon” and “houses with 
hip roofs” will intelligible young people. Down- 
confusion comes when sentence structure mis- 
eading, “Instead such out-of-date leavenings 
pearl ash, the recommended the new 
portable yeast, blend soda and cream tartar.” 

ere index, bibliography sources. Hence 
afew flat statements cannot verified, e.g. “the first 
public library North America was founded 
Charlestown, South Carolina 1698”; the first com- 
electrified street railway was Montgomery, 

abama, 1866; “the greatest English armament ever 
the New World—sixty ships, ten thousand 
came during the War writers 
Would disagree with these. Other 
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approved social custom ‘going the 
the question, “but what family stayed home long 
enough for the children play with their toys?” the 
1920’s; failure point out the danger inherent the 
deadly practice inoculation against smallpox the 
early 18th century: “This would give the new patient 
made-to-order case smallpox which was usually 
very mild, seldom left any pockmarks and forever pro- 
tected him from having the disease again.” Other 
conclusions are matter for debate; viz., “The most 
momentous medical discovery the (19th) century” 
was ether anesthesia. 


*Levine, Israel 
Conqueror Smallpox: Dr. Edward Jenner. 
Messner, April 18,1960 190p. $2.95 


easy conversational pace, the story the 18th- 
century country doctor who noticed that dairymaids 
who had contracted cowpox never developed smallpox 
thereafter pivots the famous incident his vacci- 
nating small, sickly boy and three weeks later dar- 
ingly inoculating him with smallpox. The story swings 
around describe Jenner’s childhood and early school- 
ing, his rejection the ministry favor medicine, 
perceptiveness the field natural history and near- 
acceptance offer accompany Captain Cook 
naturalist and surgeon expeditionary voyage. 
The hostility his experiments with and claims for vac- 
cination aroused his fellow practitioners not over- 
emphasized, nor the account his battles with two 
eminent scientists his field, Woodville London and 
Igenhousz Austria. His world-wide triumph when 
his theories proved correct dramatic and satisfying. 
The writer able incorporate his subject’s diverse 
pursuits into his story, (his papers the cuckoo and 
his letters the suspected relationship between angina 
pectoris and hardening the arteries, for example), 
without interrupting the narrative making jerky. 
Copiously supplied dialogue lends naturalness the 
account and ease the reading. selective biblio- 
graphy guarantees the accuracy the data and 
itself incentive further investigation. There 
index, well. This makes thoroughly acceptable 
material for both junior and senior high. 


Manton, Jo. Elizabeth Garrett, M.D. 
Abelard, April 159p. $3:00 


the story-biography the first woman doctor 
Britain, the author emphasizes first and last that Eliza- 
beth Garret was normal, well-bred but not particularly 
brilliant individual who, spite her pioneering 
field considered her contemporaries daring and 
“disgusting” for woman pursue, overcame opposi- 
tion and broke down barriers her quiet persistence 
and soft-voiced tact. With gift for friendship and 
interest many activities, (she was her later years 
Britain’s first woman mayor), she also enjoyed happy 
married life. Husband, children, parents and sisters 
were devoted her, were her patients. fact, her 
standing for election one Parliament’s newly 
created School Boards 1870 was due delegation 
working men, husbands and fathers her patients, 
who asked her become candidate, and were prob- 
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ably responsible for her winning the office three one 
over her male opponent. was her struggle for ad- 
mission schools medicine, however, and final en- 
rollment the British Medical Register with its con- 
comitant permission practice, which gets the 
author’s fullest attention. True, the path had already 
been broken the American, Elizabeth Blackwell, 
whose lectures “Medicine Profession for 
Ladies” had first awakened Elizabeth Garrett’s interest, 
but British conservatism died hard and the Victorian 
atmosphere was hostile. lively the 
telling and interesting content, the book one 
enjoyed any girl reader regardless her aspirations 
toward medical career. 


Treece, Henry. Castles and Kings. 
Illustrated Walter Hodges. Criterion, May 20, 1960. 
203p. $3:50 


Not description the 13-odd celebrated British 
castles named the book, but rather tales the grim, 
dark acts which took place within their walls from the 
fifth century through the 17th. The majority the 
stories are based historical incidents, but since 
least the first totally imaginary and since list 
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sources appended, the reader cannot know which 
authentic and which fanciful, either 
detail, unless his own background supplies the 
information. are told the parentage 
Arthur, (whom the author persistently calls ‘King 
Arthur without explanation why questions 
royal rank), whose grandfather was Constantine 
Great and his uncle Ambrosius Aurelianus. 
pleasantly original but could stand authentication. 
the chapters concern episodes the 14th century 
three have with scenes the life Edward 
several executions, including that Lady Jane Grey, 
take place the Tower London. The final tale 
admiring account the courage small band 
Roundheads Hopton Castle who starved death 
rather than surrender the Cavaliers. 
tale does not come through clearly, viz., the account 
Richard II’s head Keeper Windsor Park, where 
reader left unconvinced that supernatural evil forces 
were work and yet cannot determine what else the 
author meant him believe. For British readers 
familiar than our own with Welsh, Saxon, Celtic, 
lish historical figures, the tales may enjoyable and 
enlightening. Readers both sides the ocean will 
agree with the author, however, his conclusion 
castles were sinister rather than romantic places. 
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